


Educational institutions may choose to bring staff and 
students back in waves with staggered daily and weekly 
schedules for classes and activities – and a combination 
of in-person and remote learning. This approach will be 
stressful for administrators, educators, students and 
parents. It will require thoughtful planning and deliberate 
reflection about resources, technology and, most 
importantly, desired outcomes.

What we offer 
educators.



Educational institutions may choose to bring staff and students back 

in waves with staggered daily and weekly schedules for classes and 

activities – and a combination of in-person and remote learning. 

This approach will be stressful for administrators, educators, 

students and parents. 

It will require thoughtful planning and deliberate reflection about 

resources, technology and, most importantly, desired outcomes.

Creating Post-COVID 
Learning Spaces.



Plan and Prepare Before 
Bringing Students Back 

Set-up a Pandemic Response Team (PRT)

A PRT is a cross-functional team led by a facility 
manager to address the health and safety of 
people returning to school or campus.

• Develop new staff protocols and 
communication plans
Educational institutions will need to develop and 
communicate new protocols to address new work 
and learning behaviors and manage illness.

• Create and reinforce sanitization and 
disinfection protocols
Deep cleaning and ongoing sanitization practices 
should be planned and prepared for before 
reopening.

• Determine personal protective equipment 
(PPE) guidelines
People required to wear PPE need clear 
direction, training and demonstrations of how to 
properly use it and frequent reminders to comply.

• Materials: Cleanability
Cleanability of the surfaces in an interior is more 
important than ever. Without sacrificing 
aesthetics, we can make some intentional 
material decisions that will help promote a 
healthy, highly cleanable, and beautiful 
environment.



Navigating What’s Next

Returning to school or campus will challenge 
every institution to rethink their capabilities for 
providing blended in-person and remote 
learning experiences to help create a safer 
environment for students, faculty and 
administrators.

Planning for the unknown: Safety first

As administrators, educators and students plan 
to return to school or campus, we need to 
make choices carefully and responsibly. Safety 
and wellbeing must be paramount — everyone 
needs to be safe and feel safe.

Well-being happens when there is an 
intersection between our physical, cognitive 
and emotional health — safety is foundational 
to all three. Educational institutions need to be 
supportive, connected communities ensuring 
that:

• Physically: Students and 
educators can work and learn in 
places where they are able to stay 
active, healthy and safe, 
minimizing exposure to pathogens 
that cause illness.

• Cognitively: People can focus on 
teaching and learning and not be 
distracted by fear for their 
personal safety.

• Emotionally: People feel safe, 
supported and a sense of 
belonging so learning can thrive. 
They need to be confident that 
administrators have done 
everything possible to create a 
safe environment – especially for 
those who may be at higher risk.



Today’s Learning Spaces

The dominant characteristics of pre-COVID learning environments were 

designed to support active, engaged modes of learning, with an 
emphasis on student autonomy, fluid collaboration and flexibility for a 

wide range of learning styles. Many of these attributes can now pose 
challenges for the post-COVID campus, as educational institutions strive 

to limit physical interactions.

They include:

Reconfigurability: Active learning classrooms have allowed students 
and educators to reconfigure furniture quickly — to be more 
engaged in learning. Often, this reduced the distance between 
people.

Common spaces: Shared spaces like libraries and student centers 
foster broad-reaching social connections, combining high-touch 
experiences with technology, resources and furniture. Other 
communal and social spaces like cafes have been intentionally 
designed to bring large groups of people together – increasing 
density and the likelihood of spreading infection through shared 
furniture.

High density: Many learning spaces are designed to accommodate 
high density, including classrooms and lecture halls. This density 
increases the likelihood of spreading infections.

High mobility: Mobile technologies and power solutions enable 
students to move freely, allowing learning spaces to be highly 
dynamic environments with lots of energy – but increasing the risk of 
spreading infection.

Focus on wellbeing: Spaces set aside specifically for quiet and rest 
on a campus are particularly high-touch, presenting unique 
challenges for slowing the spread of germs.



Design Considerations

Three key strategies to consider when retrofitting 
spaces now or reconfiguring in the near term are:

Density: the number of people per sq. ft/m
Geometry: how the furniture is arranged
Division: using screens, panels or barriers

How can schools practice social 
distancing and maintain safe 
classroom spaces?



1. Use physical cues to demonstrate physical      
spacing.

2. Arrange students 6 ft. apart in classrooms and 
move all facing one direction.

3. Move students to the gym or cafeteria in order 
to be able to fit and accommodate all students. Add 
desks and chairs to these spaces.

4. At Home Learning with desk and chair packages.

5. Barrier Screens for the classrooms and common 
spaces

6. Mobile Sanitation Stations throughout the school

We have solutions.



Retrofit

Create a classroom that allows for physical 
distancing (6 ft/2 m distance between 
students).

Floor Plan Considerations



Floor Plan Considerations

Barrier Screens for the classrooms and common spaces Arrange students all facing one direction



Reconfigure

Maximize flexibility to support multiple 
learning modes and adapt with the school’s 
needs over time.

Classroom: Active Learning



Division
Moveable screens can be 
placed between students to 
provide shielding.

Density/Geometry
The group arrangement of 
the desks with extra 
separation allows for the 6 
ft/2m min distancing 
between students.

Division
Personal student totes are
Controlled by teacher, who 
hands them out daily to reduce 
congestion and touchpoints.

Hand washing 
stations

Moveable screens and storage

Classroom K-5

Retrofit

This flexible learning space for 
K-5 students with owned 
student tables can be arranged 
to encourage student-to-
student learning. The mobile 
tables can be easily 
reconfigured, as needs and 
safety concerns change. 
Rotational zones have been 
eliminated but can be slowly 
added back in as conditions 
relax.



Create a dedicated learning space in a room 
or a corner of a bedroom or living space that 
supports family members.

Low-Cost Desk and Chair Packages

Learning At Home



Set up a home school 
video broadcasting 
station in which 
teachers can 
communicate with the 
students from home.

Learning At Home



Barrier Screens

Install physical barrier screens, such as 
sneeze guards and partitions, particularly in 
areas where it is difficult for individuals to 
remain at least 6 feet apart (e.g., desks, 
reception desks, bathroom sinks).

• Available in a Clear Screen
.093” thick Lexan polycarbonate; 
Fire rating Class A/CC1

• Available in PET



Standing Barrier Screens

• Available in Acrylic or PET.
• 51” W, 14”D (including feet)

• Two Heights available: 58” and 52.5”

Free 3D Printable Design to Create Barrier Screens

• Download our free design file to create a basic 3D plastic stand for 
making classroom screens

Download Here

Additional Barrier Screen Options

https://smithsystem.com/smithfiles/2020/05/12/3dscreens/


Application includes:

1. Planner; Studio-Whiteboard, Mobile, Fixed 
height, With casters, 29 H

2. Cascade Mid-Case- AV Presentation Cart
3. Cascade Mega-Case-Maker Cart

Mobile Sanitation 
Stations

Screen allows for user-
controlled separation 
and information sharing.

Mobile Sanitation Stations



How to Clean Our Products

Laminate

To clean the surface, use a damp cloth or sponge and a mild soap 
or detergent. Rinse thoroughly with warm water and wipe dry.

Vinyl

The 100% EPU Polyurethane (vinyl) fabric is easy to clean with a 
4:1 water-bleach solution.

Whiteboard

Wipe surface with a clean dry micro-fiber cloth. Use Whiteboard 
cleaner as directed on the cleaner instructions. Allow the surface 
to dry 2 hours before use.

PET

PET is easy to clean with bleach (1/3 cup bleach to 1 Gallon of 
water). Spray apply the solution as a mist and let sit for one 
minute. Wipe off the surface to help spread the bleach solution.



Thank you.
We know that student, educator, staff and

organizational needs are going to evolve as

people return to schools and campuses. We

will continue to work closely with our global

network of leading organizations and

experts and share our observations and

insights with all of you.

References: Steelcase 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

https://www.steelcase.com/postcovid-education/
https://www.cdc.gov/



